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publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
This report makes reference to the following document: 

Dl: US 6 075 954 

Dl, which is considered to represent the prior art closest 
to the subject matter of claims 1 and 9, discloses (column 
4, line 65 to column 8, line 36 and figures 1 and 6-9) a 
process (figures 1, 6 and 7) and a device (column 4, line 
65 ff.) for controlling toner density in an electrographic 
image forming apparatus (figure 8) , in which measurement 
of a patch triggers a signal according to which, if 
necessary, toner concentration is adjusted (figure 1, S12- 
S14) and in which a means (video count S2) is used which 
increases toner supply independently of measured toner 
concentration if a toner supply minimum value is undershot 
(figure 1, S7-S8) . 

The subject matter of cl.aims 1 and 9 thus differs from the 
process and device known from Dl in that the supply of 
toner is increased by increasing the amount of toner 
passing from the developer station to the intermediate 
support- The subject matter of claims 1 and 9 is therefore 
novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 
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The problem addressed by the present invention may 
therefore be considered that of ensuring a minimum level 
of toner throughput. 

The solution proposed in claims 1 and 9 of the present 
application involves an inventive step (PCT Article 
33(3)). The reasons are: 

Dl does not suggest the solution applied in claims 1 and 
9. 

Claims 2-8 and 10-12 are dependent on claims 1 and 9, 
respectively, and therefore likewise meet the PCT 
requirements for novelty and independent step. 

Additional observations on the international application 

1. Claim 11 should relate to claims 1-8, since claim 9 is 
a device claim. 

2. Pursuant to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , the description should 
have cited Dl and briefly outlined the relevant prior 
art contained therein. 
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